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!U.S. Reportedly Had Contact
With the P.L.O. for 9 Months

By BERNARD GWERTZMAN

WASHINGTON, Feb. 18 — For a.
.period of nine months, the Reagan Ad-
ministration conducted secret discus- ;.
sions through an intermediary with{
Yasir Aratat, the head of the Palestine i
Liberation Organization, according to
American participants in the effort.
~ They said that the purpose of the
_talks was consistent with past attempts
! by the Carter Administration to per-
' suade the Palestinian leaders to accept
; the American offer of recognition of
. their organization in return for accept-
; ance by the P.L.O. of Israel’s right to
exist. After the Israeli. invasion of
Lebanon in June 1882, the talks were
broken off by the P.L.O. with no certain
| sign that they were succeeding.

The intermediary was John Edwin
Mroz, & ist on Middle Eastern
and Soviet affairs, who heads a New
| York-based foundation. - :

Special to The New York Times

' Secretary of State Cyrus R. Vance

1was inadequate, the. United States

offi said. But any effort to discuss
ways of bringing about recognition of
the Liberation Organization or any
issue involving Arab-Israeli matters
has had to be conducted through inter-
mediaries. - .

Under the Carter Administration,

made a vigorous effort, working
through the Saudis, to get the Palestin-
ians to meet the American conditions.
The P.L.O. bad always objected to ac-
cepting Resolution 242 because that
1967 document contains no reference to
the Palestinian question, except by im-
plication as “the refugee problem.”
President Carter said that if the
P.L.O. accepted Resolution 242, and
then said it believed that the resolution

would regard that as sufficient for
UnBited Nitats recognition. ha

ut Mr. Arafat’s group, arguing that
it was being given different signals
from different intermediaries, refused
to meet those terms.

_ Carter Effort Continued
Essentially, the Reagan Administra-
tion, wo Mr. Mroz, was '

continuing the Carter effort.
Mr. Mroz, in an interview, confirmed

‘that he served as the intermediary, :

.Asked why he did it, he said, “If I could .
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get Arab recognition of Israel, there's
nothing 1 could do that would be mo
important in my life.” . *
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